
Long Compton Parish Council – Dark Skies Policy 

Intentions 

This policy is intended to preserve and to enhance the benefits conferred upon the village by the 

presence of the Dark Skies Discovery Site at its heart, on Aunt Phoebe’s Recreation Ground, and of 

another such site just on the village’s boundary, at the Rollright Stones. The provisions of the policy 

will apply to the whole area within the Parish Boundary. 

Rationale 

All living things have evolved over millions of years in which the steady cycle of alternating light and 

dark has been undisturbed, until the relatively recent proliferation of artificial light. The negative 

effects of poorly managed artificial light are becoming more apparent, and we ignore the 

seriousness of their impact, both on human life and on the broader environment, at our peril. 

Environmental concerns 

The most obvious impact of light pollution is on the work of the astronomer and of the enthusiastic 

stargazer. However, interference with astronomical observations is just one of the problems caused 

by light pollution 

Skyglow, light spillage, glare, and over-lighting all have negative effects on human health, on 

ecosystems and biodiversity, on flora and fauna, as well as depriving us of clear views of the night 

sky. 

Light spillage, in particular, is un-neighbourly and a source of annoyance.  

There is no conclusive evidence to support the suggestion that artificial lighting reduces either levels 

of crime or the incidence of highway accidents. 

The provision of artificial lighting is expensive, in monetary terms, and expensive in terms of carbon 

pollution. 

The aims of this policy are derived from and supported by: 

 Long Compton’s Neighbourhood Development Plan (Policy E3) 

 The Cotswold National Landscape (formerly the AONB), Policy CE5:Dark Skies.  

 The International Dark Sky Association. 

 The CPRE 

The Parish Council also welcomes the work of the All Party Parliamentary Group in its publication of 

the document, Ten Dark Sky Policies for the Government, which further strengthens the 

case for the adoption of dark skies policies.  APPG for Dark Skies (appgdarkskies.co.uk)  

Means 

The Parish Council will urge, in the strongest possible terms, that every planning application, 

whether for new build or for modification of existing premises, domestic, commercial or agricultural, 

https://appgdarkskies.co.uk/


be granted only if conditions regulating outdoor lighting and control of spillage from indoor lighting 

are clearly defined and imposed. 

Developers are asked to ensure that: 

 there is a clear reason for the installation or replacement of a light. (It is assumed that any 

exterior light will be controlled by a movement sensor, and not by a dawn-to-dusk control.) 

Is the light necessary, or could the same purpose be served by the use of reflective or 

luminous paint? How will the light affect neighbouring properties, wildlife and the 

environment?  

 the light should be directed only to where it is needed, aimed downwards to eliminate 

spillage or glare 

 light should be no brighter than necessary 

 if LED lights are used, developers are asked to ensure that the colour temperature is as low 

as possible, ideally at about 1750 Kelvin, and not more than 3000 Kelvin. The aim is to 

reduce the blue wavelengths, which are more harmful than the warmer light associated with 

lower colour temperatures. 

Developers will be asked to take particular care to ensure that the planning, design and installation 

of all lighting conform to the recommendations of The Institution of Lighting Professionals Guidance 

Note for the reduction of obtrusive light, 2020. 

Guidance Note 1 for the reduction of obtrusive light 2020 - Institution of Lighting Professionals 

(theilp.org.uk) 

Further invaluable information on this subject is available from The Commission for Dark Skies - 

http://www.britastro.org/dark-skies 

https://theilp.org.uk/publication/guidance-note-1-for-the-reduction-of-obtrusive-light-2020/
https://theilp.org.uk/publication/guidance-note-1-for-the-reduction-of-obtrusive-light-2020/
http://www.britastro.org/dark-skies

